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MISION

Roughrider Academia ofrecera un programa académico no tradicional centrado en
proporcionar a los estudiantes las habilidades necesarias para ser independientes,
pensadores criticos y el trabajo o la universidad listos en el momento de la graduacion.
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Preparar a los estudiantes para su futuro.
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Prefacio
a estudiantes y padres:

iBienvenidos a el ano escolar 2017-18! La educacion es un esfuerzo de equipo, y sabemos que
los estudiantes, padres, maestros y otros miembros del personal trabajando juntos pueden hacer
de este un ano extraordinariamente exitoso para nuestros estudiantes.

La Academia Manual del Estudiante Roughrider esta disenado para proporcionar informacion
basica que usted y su nino necesitaran durante el ano escolar. El manual esta dividido en tres
secciones:

Roughrider Academia Informaciéon general y Especificos - informacion especifica respecto a las
reglas del campus y expectativas Roughrider Academia

Seccion I-Parental Derechos con informacion para ayudarles a responder a las cuestiones
relacionadas con la escuela. Le animamos a tomar algun tiempo para revisar esta seccion del
manual.

Seccion lI-Otros Informacion importante para los estudiantes y los padres-organizados
alfabéticamente por tema, y, cuando sea posible, divididas a su vez por la aplicabilidad a las
edades y / o los niveles de grado, para un acceso rapido cuando se busca informacion sobre un
tema especifico.

Por favor, tenga en cuenta que el téermino “padre”, a menos que se indique lo contrario, se utiliza
para referirse al padre, tutor legal, cualquier persona designada para recibir algun otro tipo de
control legal del estudiante, o cualquier otra persona que ha aceptado asumir la relacionada con
la escuela la responsabilidad de un estudiante.

Los estudiantes y padres deberian familiarizarse con el Codigo de Centro Escolar Independiente
de Estudiantes de Conducta, el cual es un documento adoptado por la junta de la intencion de
promover la seguridad escolar y una atmosfera de aprendizaje. Ese documento se puede
obtener en el sitio web del distrito en www.centerisd.org y esta disponible en forma impresa a
peticion.

El Manual del Estudiante es solo una guia de referencia general y esta disenado para estar en
armonia con la politica de la junta y el Codigo de Conducta del Estudiante. Tenga en cuenta que
no es una declaracion completa de todas las politicas, procedimientos o normas que pueden ser
aplicables en una circunstancia dada.

En caso de conflicto entre la politica de la junta (incluyendo el Cédigo de Conducta Estudiantil) y
cualquier provision del Manual del Estudiante, las disposiciones de la politica de la junta y el
Cdodigo de Conducta del Estudiante deben ser seguidas.
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Por favor, tenga en cuenta que el Manual del Estudiante se actualiza anualmente, mientras que
la politica y la revision pueden ocurrir durante todo el ano. El distrito anima a los padres a
mantenerse informado de los cambios de politica tablero de propuestas por asistir a reuniones
de la junta. Los cambios en el reglamento y otras reglas que afecten provisiones en el Manual
del Estudiante estaran disponibles a los estudiantes y padres a través de boletines informativos u
otras comunicaciones. El distrito se reserva el derecho a modificar las disposiciones del Manual
del Estudiante en cualquier momento, siempre que se considere necesario. Se dara aviso de
cualquier revision o modificacion que sea razonablemente practico, dadas las circunstancias.

Aunque el Manual del Estudiante puede hacer referencia a los derechos establecidos por la ley o
la politica del distrito, el Manual del Estudiante no crea ningun derecho adicional para los
estudiantes y los padres. No lo hace, ni tiene la intencion de, crear derechos contractuales o
legales entre cualquier estudiante o padre y el distrito.

Si usted o su hijo tiene preguntas acerca de cualquier tema en este manual, pongase en
contacto con el Director de la Academia Roughrider al (936) 589-1540.

También, por favor complete y devuelva a la escuela de su hijo las siguientes formas previstas
en el paquete de formularios distribuido a principios del ano o al momento de inscripcion del
estudiante:

1. Formulario de Reconocimiento y reconocimiento de distribucion electronica de Manual
del Estudiante;

2. Notificacion acerca de la informacion del directorio y la respuesta de los padres acerca de
la divulgacion de informacion del estudiante;

3. Objecion de los padres a la divulgacion de informacion del estudiante a reclutadores
militares e instituciones de educacion superior, si decide que restrinja el suministro de
informacion a estas entidades; y

4. Consentimiento / Opt-Out Form.

5. Politica de Uso Aceptable - Tecnologia

[Ver Oponiéndose a la liberacion de Directorio de Informacion y Consentimiento requiere
antes Participacion de los estudiantes en una encuesta con fondos federales, analisis o
evaluacion para mas informacion.

Nota: Las referencias a los codigos de las reglas se incluyen para que los padres puedan
referirse a bordo de la politica. Manual de la politica oficial del distrito esta disponible para su
revision en la oficina de administracion del distrito, y una copia electrénica no oficial esta
disponible en www.centerisd.org.
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Roughrider Academia Informacion general y Especificos

Descripcién del programa

roughrider Academy es una escuela academica no disciplinario proporcionar un plan de estudios
propio ritmo de flexion para los estudiantes de educacion secundaria. Educacion acelerada
implica aprender a ser mas efectivos en la forma que se trabaja en lugar de simplemente trabajar
a un ritmo mas rapido. El equipo se puede utilizar para diagnosticar, ensenar, y la prueba de
dominio de aprendizaje. RoughRider Academia docentes como facilitadores del programa y
proporcionar instruccion directa para mejorar el aprendizaje. Ademas, el diseno Roughrider
Academia es que los alumnos que no han obtenido éxito créditos en el aula tradicional.

Criterios de entrada

Roughrider Academy es una escuela que ofrece una alternativa a la escuela tradicional para los
estudiantes que estan en riesgo de abandonar la escuela del centro de High School. Los
estudiantes que soliciten la admision deben cumplir al menos uno de los criterios de riesgo
identificados por el estado y / o ser recomendado por el director o consejero.

Se requiere que los estudiantes potenciales y sus padres a asistir a una entrevista con el
administrador de la escuela.

Estudiantes de educacion especial solo se aceptan en la recomendacion del Comité de ARD. 504
estudiantes seran admitidos en la Academia Roughrider en la recomendacion de los 504
comités. Se espera que todos los estudiantes cumplan con el Codigo de Conducta del
Estudiante del distrito.

Roughrider Academia no acepta estudiantes transferidos de otros distritos.

Procedimientos de inscripcién

llenar y devolver la solicitud completa.

Programar una entrevista con administrador de la escuela.

Entrevista completa y penviaban conferencia.

Firmar y devolver los documentos requeridos.

Asistir a la hueva orientacion de estudiantes antes de comenzar el curso.

oA~ e

Materiales de la escuelalos

Todos estudiantes necesitaran un conjunto de audifonos o auriculares, un libro de inscripcion
composicion por supuesto, pluma, lapiz y todos los dias de clase Estos articulos seran
proporcionados por el campus a cualquier estudiante que necesita materiales.
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Asistencia
Los estudiantes matriculados en Roughrider Academia Roughrider Academia deben asistir a un
minimo de cuatro horas cada dia y mantener la regla de asistencia del 90%.

Los estudiantes deben firmar y salir con la secretaria de asistencia cada dia para recibir credito.
En caso de ausencia, se solicita a los estudiantes a notificar a la escuela. El horario escolar es de
8:00 am - 3:30 pm, de lunes - viernes.

Los estudiantes estan obligados a seguir las reglas de asistencia establecidos por el distrito
escolar independiente Centro. Los estudiantes que estan ausentes en exceso, sin la
documentacion adecuada, tendran cargos de ausentismo escolar presentadas contra ellos.

un estudiante que asiste voluntariamente o se inscribe después de su1g= Se
requierecumpleanospara participar en cada dia escolar. Sin embargo, si un estudiante tiene 19
anos o mas y tiene mas de cinco ausencias injustificadas en un semestre, el distrito puede
revocar la inscripcion del estudiante.

Cuando esté ausente, usted sigue siendo responsable de completar cada uno de sus cursos en
un tiempo oportuno. Al marcar la plataforma en linea (Edgenuity), los estudiantes tienen al dia la
informacion de progreso individual del curso.

Tardanzas

Los estudiantes deben obtener un pase de tardanza de la oficina si llegan tarde. Los estudiantes
tendran que recibieron tres tardanzas quedarse una hora adicional. Este tiempo debe ser servida
dentro de los tres dias siguientes a la notificacion.

El Roughrider Academia Horario de la campana
de la manana de Bell 8:00
de la tarde de Bell 03:00

Oficial de Asistencia-Tomando vez

que el distrito debe enviar la asistencia de sus estudiantes a la Agencia de Educacion de Texas
(TEA) que reflejan la asistencia a una hora especifica cada dia. La asistencia oficial se toma todos
los dias a las 11:30 horas. Un estudiante ausente por cualquier porcion del dia, incluyendo a la
hora oficial de asistencia de toma, debe ponerse en contacto con el Director para obtener
instrucciones de hacer el trabajo perdido o el tiempodebido.
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Las expectativas académicas

Roughrider Academy ofrece un horario flexible en un programa de instruccion individualizada, a
su propio ritmo para los estudiantes que tienen deficiencia de crédito. Los estudiantes seran
asignados a un programa de clases para asistir en funcion de los cursos necesarios. La
flexibilidad de este programa permite a los estudiantes demostrar dominio de los objetivos
aprendido y avanzar rapidamente. Los estudiantes no estan limitados en el numero de créditos
obtenidos en un semestre. Los estudiantes deben mantener un progreso segun lo establecido
por la escuela sobre una base diaria.

académica integridad

La honestidadacadémica se espera y se requiere en los cursos del programa. Mala conducta
académica incluye pero no se limita a: el engano, el plagio, la fabricacion de informacion o citas,
lo que facilita los actos de mala conducta académica por otros, la posesion anteriores no
autorizada de los examenes, presentar el trabajo de otra persona o de trabajo utilizada
previamente en un curso, o la manipulacion de la el trabajo académico de otros estudiantes.
Cualquier evidencia de mala conducta acadéemica puede justificar una mala calificacion, la
pérdida de todos los cargos, y la investigacion mala conducta académica, u otras acciones.

Si un miembro del personal del programa sospecha mala conducta acadéemica, €l o ella le
informara al administrador del programa dentro de 1 dia escolar de descubrir la evidencia de una
posible mala conducta. EL administrador de la escuela notificara a los padres del estudiante
dentro de 1 dia de haber recibido la notificacion del miembro del personal. La administracion
investigara y determinara la resolucion, incluyendo pero no limitado a la remociéon del programa.
La decision de la administracion de la escuela sera definitiva.

Curriculo e Instruccion

curriculum Roughrider Academia consiste en una combinacion de la instruccion del maestro
directo e instruccion basada en computadoras para mejorar el aprendizaje del estudiante. Los
estudiantes deben completar el 100% del material antes de recibir crédito por un curso.
Roughrider Academy es una escuela que no es el fracaso. Una escuela que no es el fracaso
significa que los estudiantes trabajaran en el material del curso hasta lograr el dominio en no
menos del 70%. El estudiante es responsable de su / su aprendizaje con la guia del maestro. La
Academia Roughrider sigue el alcance y secuencia establecida para el Distrito Escolar
Independiente de Centro. Como tal, cuando un estudiante obtiene crédito por un curso, el / ella
se inscribe inmediatamente en un nuevo curso.

progreso académico satisfactorio

Los estudiantes estan obligadospara mantener un registro de progreso satisfactorio en todo
momento y completar un minimo de seis creditos por semestre. Cada semana, los estudiantes
que no estan en camino de completar un minimo de seis créditos por semestre se requiere para
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cumplir con el Director de la Academia Roughrider para establecer un plan para la finalizacion
del curso. Siendo obligatorio Este plan puede incluir al estudiante a asistir a la escuela en
Roughrider campus de la Academia durante 8 horas al dia.

A los efectos de la comunicacion de los avances, los padres pueden facilitar su direccion de
correo electronico para que los informes diarios o semanales de progreso enviado por correo
electronico a la direccion proporcionada. Si no se proporciona ningun correo electronico,
informes de progreso semanales seran enviados a casa con el estudiante.

de prueba académica

La faltapara volver a ritmo hacia el final del semestre resultara en que el estudiante sea puesto
en libertad condicional académica. Prueba academica requiere el estudiante para completar los
creditos adeudados del semestre anterior en las primeras cuatro semanas del proximo semestre.
Si el requisito de que todos los créditos aun no esta en camino hacia el final del semestre, el
estudiante que tenga que permanecer por un tiempo prolongado por encima del minimo de 4
horas por dia. Esta decision sera tomada por el Director Roughrider Academia.

Plan de Graduacion

A su ingreso, el Director del Campus Roughrider Academia se reunira con el estudiante y su /
sus tutores para desarrollar y Plan Individual de Graduacion. El plan incluird cursos necesarios,
horarios, modificaciones, etc. Estos planes seran revisados y actualizados sobre una base regular.

Los estudiantes de la Academia Roughrider se graduaran cuando hayan completado el numero
de créditos requeridos y pasar los examenes requeridos por el estado. Al encontrarse con todos
los criterios para la finalizacion, los estudiantes pueden participar en la ceremonia de graduacion
de la Academia Roughrider y recibir su diploma. Los estudiantes pueden participar en la
ceremonia de graduacion solamente si todos los requisitos de CISD y estatales se han
completado.
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del curso Area

Numero de créditos:
Programa de
Graduacion Fundacion

numero de créditos:
Programa de
graduacion Fundaciéon
con un respaldo

Inglés / 4 4
Matematicas 3 4
Ciencias 3 4
Los estudios sociales, 3 3

incluyendo la economia

La educacion fisica 1 1
idioma que no sea Inglés 2 2
bellas artes 1 1
Electivas 5 7
total 22 créditos 26 créditos

""los estudiantes tambien deben pasar cinco (5) examenes STAAR EOC segun lo determinado
por el estado de Texas: ENG Iy I, ALG |, BIO | y |. Historia de EE.UU.

las reglas y procedimientos de la clase

(0]

O¢ O«
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Verifique su estacion en el comienzo de la clase; notifique a su maestro si el equipo no
esta presente, no funciona, o danado de alguna manera.

Mochilas / bolsas / bolsos en el suelo o en el escritorio detras de la zona de ordenadores.
Iniciar sesidn y comenzar la siguiente actividad.

Para conferencias, tienen sus auriculares puestos, prestar atencion a la conferencia, y
tomarnotas.

Si fallas una prueba o un examen, su profesor lo revisara y sus notas. Algunas o todas sus
actividades en esa leccion o tema se puede restablecer después de fallar una evaluacion.
Permanecer en su estacion asignada a menos que se mueva por su profesor.

Seguir direcciones; prestar atencion y luego prestar mas atencion.

Levante la mano si tiene preguntas o necesita ayuda. Su profesor le llegara tan pronto
como sea posible.

No hay ventanas de Internet como las asociadas con Edgenuity.

No traiga distracciones en clase; tu maestro confiscara y los mantienen hasta el final del
ano escolar.

Ningun alimento o bebida en el aula

de clase interrumpir estudiantes o bien pueden mover o quitar.

Compruebe estaciones de computadoras al final de la clase; salir y guardar su trabajo,
cierre la sesion Edgenuity, envolver y guardar los auriculares, la calculadora de retorno,
guardar notas, boligrafos / lapices, y empuijar la silla cuidadosamente antes de salir.

VUCYAiesiE {e¢SNEMWICE80H=e0¢ ruUTiCERyECER 19



o

Roughrider Academy Student Handbook

Trabajar hasta que sean despedidos por el maestro.

El desayuno y el almuerzo Procedimientos

o]

O« O«

O« O«
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Los estudiantes colocan sus 6rdenes de desayuno y almuerzo el dia antes de la comida
se va a servir,

Desayuno y el almuerzo se llevara a cabo en el edificio Roughrider Academia.

En ningun momento se encuentran los estudiantes se les permite ir a la cafeteria de la
escuela.

El desayuno sera a partir de 7:30-08:00.

Si el tiempo de inicio de un estudiante es después de las 800 am, se pueden hacer
arreglos con el director para el desayuno esté disponible. Para ello sera necesario que el
estudiante llegar antes de la hora de inicio programada real para la instruccion.

El almuerzo sera de 11:30-12:00 para todos los estudiantes.

Los estudiantes no se les permite salir de la escuela para el almuerzo.

No se aceptaran entregas de alimentos por los padres, amigos orestaurantes.

Transporte / Aparcamiento / Procedimientos de recogida de desechos para

o]

O«

O«

el transporte de autobus CISD no estara disponible para los estudiantes de la Academia
Roughrider.

Los estudiantes que no estan impulsando tendran que ser entregados y recogidos en las
puertas de la Academia Roughrider. Los estudiantes no seran alquiler en el edificio
principal de la escuela secundaria.

Los estudiantes que se estan impulsando aparcar en frente de la Academia Roughrider en
la zona de estacionamiento designado. [ANEXO Il]

vehiculos de los estudiantes deben tener las etiquetas de estacionamiento Roughrider de
la Academia que se muestran visiblemente. [Ill ANEXO

vehiculos de los estudiantes estan sujetos a busquedas como se describe en la Seccion |l.

uso de pasillos durante el horario de clases

No se permite elHolgazanear o quedarse en los pasillos durante la clase. Durante el tiempo de
clase, un estudiante debe tener un pase de pasillo para estar fuera del saldén de clases para
cualquier proposito. La falta de obtener un pase resultara en una accion disciplinaria de acuerdo
con el Codigo de Conducta del Estudiante.
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Politica roughrider Academia de bafos

para el Bano saltos estan sobre una base “segun sea necesario”. Se espera que los estudiantes a
utilizar esta flexibilidad con responsabilidad. Los estudiantes que abusan de esta flexibilidad
tendran diferentes expectativas que le sean asignadas por el Director.

Roughrider Academia compartira el bano con el 100 Salén de Centro de la Escuela Secundaria.
Los estudiantes deben firmar la salida y en medio de la oficina Roughrider Academia. No se
permitira a los estudiantes a usar los banos durante las transiciones de clase alta centro escolar
programadas. Si hay una emergencia de bano se utilizara el criterio del Director. Los estudiantes
que se encuentran en violacion de CISD Codigo de Conducta del Estudiante o en otros lugares
de la instalacion de centro de secundaria durante un descanso de servicios se enfrentaran a
medidas disciplinarias.

Solo se permite un estudiante Roughrider Academia para ir al bano al mismo tiempo.

Las expectativas de comportamiento

Roughrider Academia Estudiantes Expectativas de Conducta

ser respetuoso, cortes y cooperativo con los maestros y companeros de clase.

Llegar a tiempo a clase.

Estar dispuesto a trabajar con todos los materiales necesarios.

Ser despedido por un maestro (no por la campana.)

Sea respetuoso del ambiente de aprendizaje.

Sea respetuoso de la propiedad escolar y la propiedad personal de los demas.
6 Use ropa escolar apropiado en todo momento.

comportamientos inaceptables

lenguaje inapropiado

lucha

Vestimenta inadecuada

alimentaria en elaula

enganoo la falsificacion

La exhibicion publica de afecto (PDA)

Estar en zona no autorizada de la construccion de

falta de respeto a los demas

Interrumpirclases

de clase faltar a

Consecuenciaspara el Codigo de Violaciones Conducta / aula

advertencia verbal, con regulacion de distancia (Qque mover a unaasiento)diferente

hogarllamada de teléfono

Conferenciacon el coordinador / padre

Disciplinariade referencia

O¢ O« O« O« O«

O«
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O«

O¢ O¢ O«

O«
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6 EXTRACCIONde la clase o ACADEMIA

Si los méritos de infraccion, en la remision se escribira de inmediato y se le retira de la sala de
clase. Una infraccion “grave” incluye, pero no se limita a, los siguientes comportamientos: dano
fisico, destruccion de la propiedad, insubordinacion, profanidad, comportamiento que se detiene
la clase.

La vestimenta y apariencia

codigo de vestimenta del distrito se establece para ensenar aseo e higiene, prevenir
interrupciones y minimizar riesgos de seguridad. Los estudiantes y padres pueden determinar el
vestido personal del estudiante y normas de aseo personal, siempre que cumplan con lo
siguiente:

Cadigo de Vestimenta
Centro ISD ha implementado el siguiente codigo de vestimenta para asegurar un ambiente
seguro y positivo libre para todos los estudiantes. Vestimenta adecuada para el dia escolar hace
que los estudiantes actuen de una manera que produce un mayor nivel de comportamiento
personal y actividades educativas. El vestuario del estudiante debe cumplir con las siguientes
normas.

6 Pantalones cortos y faldas (incluyendo escisiones en las faldas) se pueden usar siempre y

cuando no son mas cortos que dos pulgadas por encima de losde la rodilla
6 pantalones del suenoo pijamas / pantalones de pijama, pantalones de tenis, pantalones
cortos deportivos, pantalones cortos, pantalones cortos de ciclista y Ropa de piel natural
lycra no son aceptables.
No se permiten zapatos de la casa para ser usados en la escuela
Pantalones usados debajo de caderas y las nalgas no son aceptables. ( “Flacidez” ho sera
tolerado.)
Camisas que se extienden mas alla del pulgar cuando el estudiante esta de pie con los
brazos relajados al lado debe ser escondido en.
6 Camisasy blusas deben ser lo suficientemente largas para evitar la exposicion de la
seccion media, cuando se levantan los brazos paralelos al el piso.
No se permite cualquier ropa que anuncia o implique el sexo, drogas, alcohol, profanidad
o violencia.
No se permite ropa transparente.
Camisas sin mangas y vestidos estan permitidas, siempre que no se prenda de ropa
interior o las partes del cuerpo son visibles. La parte superior del hombro debe estar
cubierta. No se permiten camisetas sin mangas, camisetas sin mangas, camisetas sin
mangas, y / o tirantes. No se permiten camisas con las mangas cortadas.
6 No se permite el “gorro”. “Accesorio de cabeza" incluye pero no se limita a gafas sin receta,

O«
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gafas de sol, gorras, sombreros, selecciones de pelo, redes para el cabello, el
almacenamiento de los casquillos, los toboganes, cintas para la cabeza, y panuelos.

En exceso no se les permite gjustados pantalones, shorts o faldas. (Polainas debe tener
una camisa que llega a la mitad del muslo o mas bajo.)

Cualquier color de pelo que no sea un color de pelo natural o el peinado que se considera
ser una distraccion o perjudicial para el proceso educativo no esta permitido.

Students may not bring or have on their clothing or in their possession any type of chain;
these include chains such as wallet chains, dog collars, and belts.

Any accessory or clothing that is deemed gang related as determined by school
administration is prohibited.

Clothing must not be excessively torn and must not expose any undergarments or skin.
Pants with holes above the knee must have something worn under them to prevent skin
from showing.

No body piercing is allowed except in the ear. No jewelry may be worn in the nose, lip,
eyelid, tongue, or any other area deemed by administration to be distractive or
inappropriate.

The administration is authorized to require students to change their dress if it causes a
distraction or disruption of school.

Discipline Management

In order to maintain an environment conducive to learning, discipline and behavior problems at
the Roughrider Academy are dealt with in a fair and consistent manner. Major infractions of the
program's rules and expectations may result in the student's immediate suspension, expulsion,
DAEP placement, or removal from the program.

Major infractions include but are not limited to the following behavior:

(0]
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Unauthorized use of, theft of, or damage to any property belonging to the school or
another individual

Possession or use of any illegal substance

Possession of any item that may be used as a weapon

Any conduct which threatens or endangers the safety or well-being of any individual
Discrimination against other student or individual

Sexual harassment in any form ie verbal, physical, cyber (texting, sexting, facebooking,
myspacing, emailing, etc.)

Bomb threats

Gambling

Obscene or offensive and indecent language and/or conduct

Bullying in any form ie verbal, physical, cyber (texting, sexting, facebooking, myspacing,
emailing, etc.)
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At Roughrider Academy, we believe that all actions have consequences. Proper behavior and
work habits result in positive consequences. Unfortunately, some students choose actions that
will result in negative consequences and these must be dealt with quickly and firmly so as to
have a minimal effect on the learning environment of the other students

Campus Level discipline procedures will follow the Center Independent School District Code of
Conduct. District Level discipline procedures will follow the CISD Code of Conduct.

Affiliation with Center High School
Roughrider Academy is registered as an Alternative Education Campus through the Texas
Education Agency.

Roughrider Academy students are not allowed to participate in any activities at Center High
School. Students may attend prom if they are invited by a CHS Junior or Senior.

If a student needs to visit CHS, prior approval will be required. This includes all buildings,
common areas, and parking lots.

Once a student is enrolled in Roughrider Academy, students will not be able to transfer back to
Center High School or re-enroll in Center High School.

Returns/ Transfers to Center High School
Once admitted and enrolled in the Roughrider Academy high school students must graduate
from the Roughrider Academy. Students are not allowed to re-enroll to Center High School.

Transfer Students from Out-of-District

Roughrider Academy does not accept students from out-of-district for the primary purpose of
attending Roughrider Academy. Students who have be previously enrolled to other CISD
campuses, and choose to apply will be considered on a case by case basis at the discretion of
the Director or Admission committee.
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Section I: Parental Rights
This section of the Roughrider Academy Student Handbook includes information related to
certain rights of parents as specified in state or federal law.

Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal Rights

Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation

A district employee will not conduct a psychological examination, test, or treatment without
obtaining prior written parental consent unless the examination, test, or treatment is required
under state or federal law regarding requirements for special education or by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) for child abuse investigations and reports.

Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal Information

Teachers may display students' work, which may include personally identifiable student
information, in classrooms or elsewhere on campus as recognition of student achievement.
However, the district will seek parental consent before displaying students' artwork, special
projects, photographs taken by students, original videos or voice recordings, and other original
works on the district's website, a website affiliated or sponsored by the district, such as a campus
or classroom website, and in district publications, which may include printed materials, videos, or
other methods of mass communication.

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if Student is Under
Age 14

A child under the age of 14 must have parental permission to receive instruction in the district's
parenting and paternity awareness program; otherwise, the child will not be allowed to
participate in the instruction. This program, developed by the Office of the Texas Attorney
General and the State Board of Education (SBOE), is incorporated into the district's health
education classes.

Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student When Not Otherwise Permitted by Law
State law permits the school to make a video or voice recording without parental permission for
the following circumstances:

When it is to be used for school safety;

When it relates to classroom instruction or a co-curricular or extracurricular activity;
When it relates to media coverage of the school; or

When it relates to the promotion of student safety as provided by law for a student
receiving special education services in certain settings.

The district will seek parental consent through a written request before making any other video
or voice recording of your child not otherwise allowed by law.

[See Video Cameras for more information, including a parent'’s right to request video and audio

O« O« O« O«
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equipment be placed in certain special education settings.]
Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment
Corporal punishment—spanking or paddling the student—may be used as a discipline
management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and policy FO(LOCAL)
in the district's policy manual.
If you do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child as a method of student
discipline, please return the form included in the forms packet OR submit a written statement to
the campus principal stating this decision. A signed statement must be provided each year if you
do not want corporal punishment to be administered to your child.
You may choose to revoke this prohibition at any time during the year by providing a signed
statement to the campus principal. However, district personnel may choose to use discipline
methods other than corporal punishment even if the parent requests that this method be used on
the student.
Note: If the district is made aware that a student is in temporary or permanent conservatorship
(custody) of the state, through foster care, kinship care, or other arrangements, corporal
punishment will not be administered, even when a signed statement prohibiting its use has not
been submitted by the student's caregiver or caseworker.

Limiting Electronic Communications with Students by District Employees

Teachers and other approved employees are permitted by the district to communicate with
students through the use of electronic media within the scope of the individual's professional
responsibilities. For example, a teacher may set up a social networking page for his or her class
that has information related to class work, homework, and tests. As a parent, you are welcome to
join or become a member of such a page.

An employee described above may also contact a student individually through electronic media
to communicate about items such as homework or upcoming tests.

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from a district
employee or if you have questions related to the use of electronic media by district employees,
please contact the campus principal.

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, permits the district to disclose
appropriately designated “directory information” from a child's education records without written
consent. “Directory information” is information that is generally not considered harmful or an
invasion of privacy if released. Examples include a student's photograph for publication in the
school yearbook; a student's name and grade level for purposes of communicating class and
teacher assignment; the name, weight, and height of an athlete for publication in a school athletic
program:; a list of student birthdays for generating schoolwide or classroom recognition; a
student’'s name and photograph posted on a district-approved and -managed social media
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platform; and the names and grade levels of students submitted by the district to a local
newspaper or other community publication to recognize the A/B honor roll for a specific grading
period. Directory information will be released to anyone who follows procedures for requesting it.
However, a parent or eligible student may object to the release of a student's directory
information. This objection must be made in writing to the principal within ten school days of your
child's first day of instruction for this school. [See the “Notice Regarding Directory Information and
Parent's Response Regarding Release of Student Information” included in the

The district has identified the following as directory information: student name; address;
telephone listing; electronic mail address; photograph; date and place of birth; major field of
study; degrees, honors, and awards received; dates of at-attendance; grade level; most recent
educational institution attended; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; and
weight and height of members of athletic teams.

If you object to the release of the student information included on the directory information
response form, your decision will also apply to the use of that information for school-sponsored
purposes, such as the honor roll, school newspaper, the yearbook, recognition activities, news
releases, and athletic programs.

Also review the information at Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records .

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of
Higher Education (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

The district is required by federal law to comply with a request by a military recruiter or an
institution of higher education for students' names, addresses, and telephone listings, unless
parents have advised the district not to release their child's information without prior written
consent. A form included in the forms packet is available if you do not want the district to provide
this information to military recruiters or institutions of higher education.

Participation in Third-Party Surveys

Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey, Analysis, or
Evaluation

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any survey, analysis, or
evaluation—funded in whole or in part by the US Department of Education—that concerns:
Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student's parent.

Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student's family.

Sexual behavior or attitudes.

Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.

Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family relationship.
Relationships privileged under law, such as relationships with lawyers, physicians, and
ministers.

Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents.

O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O«
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0 Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine the
student's eligibility to participate in a special program or to receive financial assistance
under such a program.

You will be able to inspect the survey or other instrument and any instructional materials used in
connection with such a survey, analysis, or evaluation. [For further information, see policy
EF(LEGAL)

“Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings and the Disclosure of

Personal Information

As a parent, you have a right to receive notice of and deny permission for your child's

participation in:

0 Any survey concerning the private information listed above, regardless of funding.

0 School activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information
gathered from your child for the purpose of marketing, selling, or otherwise disclosing that
information. Note: This does not apply to the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information collected from students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating,
or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or educational institutions.

0 Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a condition of
attendance, administered and scheduled by the school in advance and not necessary to
protect the immediate health and safety of the student. Exceptions are hearing, vision, or
scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under state
law. [See policies EF and FFAA]

As a parent, you may inspect a survey created by a third party before the survey is administered

or distributed to your child.

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a Required
Component of Instruction

Human Sexuality Instruction

As a part of the district's curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality. The
School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) is involved with the selection of course materials for such
instruction.

State law requires that any instruction related to human sexuality, sexually transmitted diseases,
or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) must:
0 Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice of behavior in relationship
to all sexual activity for unmarried persons of school age;

Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior;
Emphasize that abstinence is the only method that is 100 percent effective in preventing
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and the emotional trauma associated with
adolescent sexual activity;

O« O«
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0 Direct adolescents to a standard of behavior in which abstinence from sexual activity
before marriage is the most effective way to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted
diseases; and

0 Ifincluded in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom use in terms
of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates.

As a parent, you are entitled to review the curriculum materials. In addition, you may remove your
child from any part of the human sexuality instruction with no academic, disciplinary, or other
penalties. You may also choose to become more involved with the development of curriculum
used for this purpose by becoming a member of the district's SHAC. Please see the campus
principal for additional information.

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3-12

You may request that your child be excused from recitation of a portion of the Declaration of
Independence. State law requires students in social studies classes in grades 3-12 to recite a
portion of the text of the Declaration of Independence during Celebrate Freedom Week unless (1)
you provide a written statement requesting that your child be excused, (2) the district determines
that your child has a conscientious objection to the recitation, or (3) you are a representative of a
foreign government to whom the US government extends diplomatic immunity. [See policy
EHBK(LEGAL).]

Reciting the Pledges to the US and Texas Flags

As a parent, you may request that your child be excused from participation in the daily recitation
of the Pledge of Allegiance to the US flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag. The
request must be in writing. State law does not allow your child to be excused from participation
in the required minute of silence or silent activity that follows. [See Pledges of Allegiance and a
Minute of Silence and policy EC(LEGAL)]

Religious or Moral Beliefs

You may remove your child temporarily from the classroom if an instructional activity in which
your child is scheduled to participate conflicts with your religious or moral beliefs. The removal
cannot be for the purpose of avoiding a test and may not extend for an entire semester. Further,
your child must satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as determined by the school
and by state law.

Tutoring or Test Preparation

Based on informal observations, evaluative data such as grades earned on assignments or tests,
or results from diagnostic assessments, a teacher may determine that a student is in need of
additional targeted assistance in order for the student to achieve mastery in state-developed
essential knowledge and skills. The school will always attempt to provide tutoring and strategies
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for test-taking in ways that prevent removal from other instruction as much as possible. In
accordance with state law and policy EC, the school will not remove a student from a regularly
scheduled class for remedial tutoring or test preparation for more than ten percent of the school
days on which the class is offered, unless the student's parent consents to this removal.

The school may also offer tutorial services, which students whose grades are below 70 will be
required to attend.

[Also refer to policies EC and EHBC, and contact your student's teacher with questions about any
tutoring programs provided by the school ]

Right of Access to Student Records, Curriculum Materials, and District
Records/Policies

Instructional Materials

As a parent, you have a right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids and
instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have been administered
to your child.

You are also entitled to request that the school allow your child to take home any instructional
materials used by the student. If the school determines that sufficient availability exists to grant
the request, the student must return the materials at the beginning of the next school day if
requested to do so by the child's teacher.

Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the remainder of the
school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a parent related to his or her child's
misconduct that may involve placement in a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP) or
expulsion. [See policy FO(LEGAL) and the Student Code of Conduct.]

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District Assessments
You may request information regarding any state or district policy related to your child's
participation in assessments required by federal law, state law, or the district.
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Student Records
Accessing Student Records
You may review your child's student records. These records include:

O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O¢ O« O« O« O« O« O¢ O«

Attendance records,

Test scores,

Grades,

Disciplinary records,

Counseling records,

Psychological records,

Applications for admission,

Health and immunization information,

Other medical records,

Teacher and school counselor evaluations,

Reports of behavioral patterns,

State assessment instruments that have been administered to your child, and
Teaching materials and tests used in your child's classroom.

Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records

A federal law, known as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, affords parents
and eligible students certain rights with respect to student education records. For purposes of
student records, an “eligible” student is one who is age 18 or older or who is attending an
institution of postsecondary education. These rights, as discussed in this section as well as at

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information , are:

~

0]

o]

The right to inspect and review student records within 45 days after the day the school
receives a request for access.

The right to request an amendment to a student record the parent or eligible student
believes is inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of FERPA.

The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable
information from the student's records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes
disclosure without consent.

The right to file a complaint with the US Department of Education concerning failures by
the school to comply with FERPA requirements. The name and address of the office that
administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
US Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-5901
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Both FERPA and state laws safeguard student records from unauthorized inspection or use and
provide parents and eligible students certain rights of privacy. Before disclosing any personally
identifiable information from a student's records, the district must verify the identity of the
person, including a parent or the student, requesting the information.

Virtually all information pertaining to student performance, including grades, test results, and
disciplinary records, is considered confidential educational records.

Inspection and release of student records is primarily restricted to an eligible student or a
student's parents—whether married, separated, or divorced—unless the school is given a copy of
a court order terminating parental rights or the right to access a student's education records.
Federal law requires that, as soon as a student reaches the age of 18, is emancipated by a court,
or enrolls in a postsecondary institution, control of the records goes to the student. The parents
may continue to have access to the records, however, if the student is a dependent for tax
purposes and under limited circumstances when there is a threat to the health and safety of the
student or other individuals.

FERPA permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information from a student's education

records, without written consent of the parent or eligible student, in the following circumstances:
0 When district school officials have what federal law refers to as a “legitimate educational
interest” in a student's records. School officials would include board members and
employees, such as the superintendent, administrators, and principals; teachers, school
counselors, diagnosticians, and support staff (including district health or district medical
staff); a person or company with whom the district has contracted or allowed to provide a
particular institutional service or function (such as an attorney, consultant, third-party
vendor that offers online programs or software, auditor, medical consultant, therapist,
school resource officer, or volunteer); a parent or student serving on a school committee;
or a parent or student assisting a school official in the performance of his or her duties.
‘Legitimate educational interest” in a student's records includes working with the student;
considering disciplinary or academic actions, the student's case, or an individualized
education program for a student with disabilities; compiling statistical data; reviewing an
educational record to fulfill the official's professional responsibility to the school and the
student; or investigating or evaluating programs.

0 To authorized representatives of various governmental agencies, including juvenile service

providers, the US Comptroller General's office, the US Attorney General's office, the US

Secretary of Education, TEA, the US Secretary of Agriculture's office, and Child Protective

Services (CPS) caseworkers or other child welfare representatives, in certain cases.

To individuals or entities granted access in response to a subpoena or court order.,

To another school, school district/system, or institution of postsecondary education to

which a student seeks or intends to enroll or in which he or she is already enrolled.

In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or which the student has

Q¢ O«
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received.

To accrediting organizations to carry out accrediting functions.

To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school, in order to develop,
validate, or administer predictive tests; administer student aid programs; or improve
instruction.

To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency.

When the district discloses information it has designated as directory information [see
Objecting to the Release of Directory Information for opportunities to prohibit this
disclosurel.

O« O«

O« O«

Release of personally identifiable information to any other person or agency—such as a
prospective employer or for a scholarship application—will occur only with parental or student
permission as appropriate.

The director is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school. The
director is the custodian of all records for students who have withdrawn or graduated.

A parent or eligible student who wishes to inspect the student's records should submit a written
request to the records custodian identifying the records he or she wishes to inspect. Records
may be inspected by a parent or eligible student during regular school hours. The records
custodian or designee will respond to reasonable requests for explanation and interpretation of
the records.

A parent or eligible student who provides a written request and pays copying costs of ten cents
per page may obtain copies. If circumstances prevent inspection during regular school hours and
the student qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, the district will either provide a copy of the
records requested or make other arrangements for the parent or student to review these records.

The address of the superintendent's office is 107 PR 605, Center, TX 75935.
The address of the director's office is: 658 Roughrider Drive, Center, Texas, 75935

A parent (or eligible student) may inspect the student's records and request a correction or
amendment if the records are considered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
student's privacy rights. A request to correct a student's record should be submitted to the
appropriate records custodian. The request must clearly identify the part of the record that
should be corrected and include an explanation of how the information in the record is
inaccurate. If the district denies the request to amend the records, the parent or eligible student
has the right to request a hearing. If the records are not amended as a result of the hearing, the
parent or eligible student has 30 school days to exercise the right to place a statement
commenting on the information in the student's record.
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Although improperly recorded grades may be challenged, contesting a student's grade in a
course or on an examination is handled through the general complaint process found in policy
FNG(LOCAL). A grade issued by a classroom teacher can be changed only if, as determined by
the board of trustees, the grade is arbitrary, erroneous, or inconsistent with the district's grading
policy. [See FINALITY OF GRADES at FNG(LEGAL), Report Cards/Progress Reports and
Conferences , and Complaints and Concerns for an overview of the process.

The district's policy regarding student records found at policy FL is available from the principal's
or superintendent's office or www.centerisd.org.

The parent's or eligible student's right of access to and copies of student records do not extend
to all records. Materials that are not considered educational records—such as a teacher's
personal notes about a student that are shared only with a substitute teacher—do not have to be
made available to the parents or student.

Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications

You may request information regarding the professional qualifications of your child's teachers,
including whether a teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels
and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; whether the teacher has an
emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements have been waived;
and whether the teacher is currently teaching in the field of discipline of his or her certification.
You also have the right to request information about the qualifications of any paraprofessional
who may provide services to your child.

Students with Exceptionalities or Special Circumstances
Children of Military Families
Children of military families will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requirements,
including:

0 Immunization requirements.
Grade level, course, or educational program placement.
Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities.

0 Graduation requirements.
In addition, absences related to a student visiting with his or her parent, including a stepparent or
legal guardian, who has been called to active duty for, is on leave from, or is returning from a
deployment of at least four months will be excused by the district. The district will permit no
more than five excused absences per year for this purpose. For the absence to be excused, the
absence must occur no earlier than the 60th day before deployment or no later than the 30th
day after the parent's return from deployment.
Additional information may be found at Military Family Resources at the Texas Education Agency.

Q¢ O«
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Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments

Multiple Birth Siblings

As a parent, if your children are multiple birth siblings (eg, twins, triplets, etc.) assigned to the
same grade and campus, you may request that they be placed either in the same classroom or in
separate classrooms. Your written request must be submitted no later than the 14th day after the
enrollment of your children. [See policy FDB(LEGAL).]

Safety Transfers/Assignments

As a parent, you may:

0 Request the transfer of your child to another classroom or campus if your child has been
determined by the district to have been a victim of bullying as the term is defined by
Education Code 37.0832. Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another campus.
See the principal for information.

Consult with district administrators if your child has been determined by the district to

have engaged in bullying and the board decides to transfer your child to another

classroom or campus. Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another campus.

[See Bullying , policy FDB, and policy FFll

0 Request the transfer of your child to attend a safe public school in the district if your child
attends school at a campus identified by TEA as persistently dangerous or if your child has
been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at school or on school grounds. [See
policy FDE ]

0 Request the transfer of your child to another district campus OR a neighboring district if
your child has been the victim of a sexual assault by another student assigned to the same
campus, whether the assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has been
convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for that assault. If the victim does not wish
to transfer, the district will transfer the assailant in accordance with policy FDE.

O«

Service/Assistance Animal Use by Students

A parent of a student who uses a service/assistance animal because of the student's disability
must submit a request in writing to the principal at least ten district business days before bringing
the service/assistance animal on campus.

Students in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care)

A student who is currently in the conservatorship (custody) of the state and who enrolls in the
district after the beginning of the school year will be allowed credit-by-examination opportunities
outside the district's established testing windows, and the district will grant proportionate course
credit by semester (partial credit) when a student only passes one semester of a two-semester
course.

A student who is currently in the conservatorship of the state and who is moved outside of the
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district's or school's attendance boundaries, or who is initially placed in the conservatorship of the
state and who is moved outside the district's or school's boundaries, is entitled to continue in
enrollment at the school he or she was attending prior to the placement or move until the
student reaches the highest grade level at the particular school. In addition, if a student in grade
11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the graduation requirements of the
receiving district, the student can request to receive a diploma from the previous district if he or
she meets the criteria to graduate from the previous district.

[See also Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration , Course Credit , and Students
in Foster Care for more information|

Students Who Are Homeless

Children who are homeless will be provided flexibility regarding certain district provisions,
including:

Proof of residency requirements;

Immunization requirements;

Educational program placement, if the student is unable to provide previous academic
records, or misses an application deadline during a period of homelessness;
Credit-by-examination opportunities;

The award of partial credit (awarding credit proportionately when a student passes only
one semester of a two-semester course);

0 Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities; and

0 Graduation requirements.

If a student in grade 11 or 12 is homeless and transfers to another school district but does not
meet the graduation requirements of the receiving district, the student can request to receive a
diploma from the previous district if he or she meets the criteria to graduate from the previous
district.

Federal law also allows a homeless student to remain enrolled in what is called the “school of
origin” or to enroll in a new school in the attendance area where the student is currently residing.
A student or parent who is dissatisfied by the district's eligibility, school selection, or enrollment
decision may appeal through policy FNG(LOCAL). The district will expedite local timelines, when
possible, for prompt dispute resolution.

[See also Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration , Course Credit , and
Homeless Students for more information.]

O« O¢ O«

O« O«

Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special Education Services

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the person listed
below to learn about the district's overall general education referral or screening system for
support services. This system links students to a variety of support options, including making a
referral for a special education evaluation. For those students who are having difficulty in the
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regular classroom, schools must consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or
behavior support services that are available to all students, including a process based on
Response to Intervention (Rtl). The implementation of Rtl has the potential to have a positive
impact on the ability of districts to meet the needs of all struggling students.

A parent may request an evaluation for special education services at any time. If a parent makes
a written request to a school district's director of special education services or to a district
administrative employee for an initial evaluation for special education services, the school must,
not later than the 15th school day after the date the school receives the request, either give the
parent prior written notice of its proposal to evaluate the student, a copy of the Notice of
Procedural Safeguards, and the opportunity for the parent to give written consent for the
evaluation or must give the parent prior written notice of its refusal to evaluate the student and a
copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards.

If the school decides to evaluate the student, the school must complete the initial evaluation and
the resulting report no later than 45 school days from the day the school receives a parent's
written consent to evaluate the student. However, if the student is absent from school during the
evaluation period for three or more school days, the evaluation period must be extended by the
number of school days equal to the number of school days that the student is absent.

There is an exception to the 45 school day timeline. If the school receives a parent's consent for
the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school days before the last instructional day of
the school year, the school must complete the written report and provide a copy of the report to
the parent by June 30 of that year. However, if the student is absent from school for three or
more days during the evaluation period, the June 30th due date no longer applies. Instead, the
general timeline of 45 school days plus extensions for absences of three or more days will apply.

Upon completion, the school must give you a copy of the evaluation report at no cost.
Additional information regarding special education is available from the school district in a
companion document titled “Parent's Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process.”

The following websites provide information to those who are seeking information and resources
specific to students with disabilities and their families:
0 Texas Project FIRST

~

0 Partners Resource Network

The designated person to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learning difficulties
or a referral for evaluation for special education services is Mickey Wulf at 936-598-5642.
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Students Who Receive Special Education Services with Other School-Aged Children in
the Home

If a student is receiving special education services at a campus outside his or her attendance
zone, the parent or guardian may request that any other student residing in the household be
transferred to the same campus, if the appropriate grade level for the transferring student is
offered on that campus. However, the district is not required to provide transportation to the
other children in the household. The parent or guardian should speak with the principal of the
school regarding transportation needs prior to requesting a transfer for any other children in the
home. [See policy FDB(LOCAL)]

Students Who Speak a Primary Language Other than English

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primary language is not
English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English. If the student
qualifies for these extra services, the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) will
determine the types of services the student needs, including accommodations or modifications
related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and state-mandated assessments.

Students with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected Under Section 504

A child determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life
activity, as defined by law, and who does not otherwise qualify for special education services,
may qualify for protections under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Section 504 is a federal
law designed to prohibit discrimination against individuals with disabilities. When an evaluation is
requested, a committee will be formed to determine if the child is in need of services and
supports under Section 504 to receive a free appropriate public education (FAPE), as this is
defined in federal law.

The designated person to contact regarding a referral for evaluation applicable to Section 504 is
Micky Wulf at 936-598-1600.

[See policy FB]
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Section II: Other Important Information for Students and Parents

Topics in this section of the Student Handbook contain important information on academics,
school activities, and school operations and requirements. Take a moment with your child to
become familiar with the various issues addressed in this section. It is organized in alphabetical
order to serve as a quick-reference when you or your child has a question about a specific
school-related issue. Where possible, the topics are also organized to alert you to the
applicability of each topic based on a student's age or grade level. Should you be unable to find
the information on a particular topic, please contact the Roughrider Academy Director at
936-598-1540.

Absences/Attendance

Regular school attendance is essential for a student to make the most of his or her education—to
benefit from teacher-led and school activities, to build each day's learning on the previous day's,
and to grow as an individual. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of a student's
mastery of the instructional materials; therefore, the student and parent should make every effort
to avoid unnecessary absences. Two state laws—one dealing with the required presence of
school-aged children in school, eg, compulsory attendance, the other with how a child's
attendance affects the award of a student's final grade or course credit—are of special interest to
students and parents. They are discussed below.

Compulsory Attendance

Age 19 and Older

A student who voluntarily attends or enrolls after his or her 19th birthday is required to attend
each school day until the end of the school year. If a student age 19 or older has more than five
unexcused absences in a semester, the district may revoke the student's enrollment. The
student's presence on school property thereafter would be unauthorized and may be considered
trespassing. [See policy FEA

Between Ages 6 and 19

State law requires that a student between the ages of 6 and 19 attend school, as well as any
applicable accelerated instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unless
the student is otherwise excused from attendance or legally exempt.

State law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when kindergarten,
first grade, or second grade students are assigned to such a program. Parents will be notified in
writing if their child is assigned to an accelerated reading instruction program as a result of a
diagnostic reading instrument.
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A student will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction program, which may
occur before or after school or during the summer, if the student does not meet the passing
standards on the state assessment for his or her grade level and/or applicable subject area.

Exemptions to Compulsory Attendance
All Grade Levels
State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types of
absences if the student makes up all work. These include the following activities and events:
Religious holy days;
Required court appearances;
Activities related to obtaining US citizenship;
Documented health-care appointments for the student or a child of the student, including
absences for recognized services for students diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders,
if the student comes to school or returns to school on the same day as the appointment. A
note from the health-care provider must be submitted upon the student's arrival or return
to campus; and
For students in the conservatorship (custody) of the state,

o0 An activity required under a court-ordered service plan; or

o Any other court-ordered activity, provided it is not practicable to schedule the

student's participation in the activity outside of school hours.

O« O« O« O«

O«

As listed in Section | at Children of Military Families, absences of up to five days will be excused
for a student to visit with a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian who has been called to duty for,
is on leave from, or immediately returned from certain deployments. [See for that section.]

Secondary Grade Levels

In addition, a junior or senior student's absence of up to two days related to visiting a college or
university will be considered an exemption, provided this has been authorized by the board
under policy FEA(LOCAL), the student receives approval from the campus principal, follows the
campus procedures to verify such a visit, and makes up any work missed.

Absences of up to two days in a school year will also be considered an exemption for:

0 A student serving as an early voting clerk, provided the district's board has authorized this
in policy FEA(LOCAL), the student notifies his or her teachers, and the student receives
approval from the principal prior to the absences; and

0 A student serving as an election clerk, if the student makes up any work missed.

An absence of a student in grades 6-12 for the purpose of sounding “Taps” at a military honors
funeral for a deceased veteran will also be excused by the district.
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Failure to Comply with Compulsory Attendance

All Grade Levels

School employees must investigate and report violations of the state compulsory attendance
law. A student absent without permission from school, from any class; from required special
programs, such as additional special instruction, termed “accelerated instruction” by the state; or
from required tutorials will be considered in violation of the compulsory attendance law and
subject to disciplinary action.

Students with Disabilities

If a student with a disability is experiencing attendance issues, the student's ARD committee or
Section 504 committee will be notified, and the committee will determine whether the
attendance issues warrant an evaluation, a re-evaluation, and/or modifications to the student's
individualized education program or Section 504 plan, as appropriate.

Age 19 and Older

After a student age 19 or older incurs a third unexcused absence, the district will send the
student a letter as required by law explaining that the district may revoke the student's
enrollment for the remainder of the school year if the student has more than five unexcused
absences in a semester. As an alternative to revoking a student's enrollment, the district may
implement a behavior improvement plan.

Between Ages 6 and 19

When a student between ages 6 and 19 incurs unexcused absences for three or more days or
parts of days within a four-week period, the school will send a notice to the student's parent, as
required by law, to remind the parent that it is the parent's duty to monitor his or her child's
attendance and to require the student to come to school. The notice will also inform the parent
that the district will initiate truancy prevention measures and request a conference between
school administrators and the parent. These measures will include a behavior improvement plan,
school-based community service, or referrals to either in-school or out-of-school counseling or
other social services. Any other measures considered appropriate by the district will also be
initiated.

If you have questions about your student and the effect of his or her absences from school,
please contact the Director or any other campus administrator.

A court of law may also impose penalties against a student's parent if a school-aged student is
deliberately not attending school. A complaint against the parent may be filed in court if the
student is absent without excuse from school on ten or more days or parts of days within a
six-month period in the same school year.
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If a student ages 12-18 incurs unexcused absences on ten or more days or parts of days within a
six-month period in the same school year, the district, in most circumstances, will refer the
student to truancy court.

[See policy FEA(LEGAL).]

Attendance for Credit or Final Grade (Kindergarten-Grade 12)

To receive credit or a final grade in a class, a student in kindergarten-grade 12 must attend at

least 90 percent of the days the class is offered. A student who attends at least 75 percent but

fewer than 9o percent of the days the class is offered may receive credit or a final grade for the

class if he or she completes a plan, approved by the principal, who allows the student to fulfill

the instructional requirements for the class. If a student is involved in a criminal or juvenile court

proceeding, the approval of the judge presiding over the case will also be required before the

student receives credit or a final grade for the class.

If a student attends less than 75 percent of the days a class is offered or has not completed the

plan approved by the principal, then the student will be referred to the attendance review

committee to determine whether there are extenuating circumstances for the absences and how

the student can regain credit or a final grade lost because of absences. [See policy FEC.]

All absences, whether excused or unexcused, must be considered in determining whether a

student has attended the required percentage of days. In determining whether there were

extenuating circumstances for the absences, the attendance committee will use the following

guidelines:

0 If makeup work is completed, absences for the reasons listed above at Exemptions to

Compulsory Attendance will be considered extenuating circumstances for purposes of

attendance for credit or the award of a final grade.

A transfer or migrant student begins to accumulate absences only after he or she has

enrolled in the district.

In reaching a decision about a student's absences, the committee will attempt to ensure

that it is in the best interest of the student.

The committee will review absences incurred based on the student's participation in

board-approved extracurricular activities. These absences will be considered by the

attendance committee as extenuating circumstances in accordance with the absences

allowed under FM(LOCAL) if the student made up the work missed in each class.

0 The committee will consider the acceptability and authenticity of documented reasons for
the student's absences.

0 The committee will consider whether the absences were for reasons over which the
student or the student’s parent could exercise any control.

0 The committee will consider the extent to which the student has completed all
assignments, mastered the essential knowledge and skills, and maintained passing grades
in the course or subject.

O«

O«
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0 The student or parent will be given an opportunity to present any information to the
committee about the absences and to talk about ways to earn or regain credit or a final
grade.

The student or parent may appeal the committee's decision to the board by following policy
FNG(LOCAL).

The actual number of days a student must be in attendance in order to receive credit or a final
grade will depend on whether the class is for a full semester or for a full year.

Official Attendance-Taking Time (All Grade Levels)
The district must submit attendance of its students to the TEA reflecting attendance at a specific
time each day.

Official attendance is taken every day at 11:30 am, which is locally board approved.

A student absent for any portion of the day, including at the official attendance-taking time,
should follow the procedures below to provide documentation of the absence.

Documentation after an Absence (All Grade Levels)

When a student is absent from school, the student—upon arrival or return to school—must bring
a note signed by the parent that describes the reason for the absence. A note signed by the
student, even with the parent's permission, will not be accepted unless the student is age 18 or
older or is an emancipated minor under state law. A phone call from the parent may be accepted,
but the district reserves the right to require a written note.

The campus will document in its attendance records for the student whether the absence is
considered by the district to be excused or unexcused. Note: Unless the absence is for a
statutorily allowed reason under compulsory attendance laws, the district is not required to
excuse any absence, even if the parent provides a note explaining the absence.

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illlness (All Grade Levels)

Within 3 days of returning to school, a student absent for more than 1 consecutive day(s) because
of a personal illness must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or
condition that caused the student's extended absence from school. Otherwise, the student's
absence may be considered unexcused and, if so, would be considered to be in violation of
compulsory attendance laws.
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Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance
committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or
condition that caused the student's absence from school in order to determine whether the
absence or absences will be excused or unexcused.

[See policy FEC(LOCAL).]

Driver License Attendance Verification (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

For a student between the ages of 16 and 18 to obtain a driver license, written parental
permission must be provided for the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) to access the
student's attendance records and, in certain circumstances, for a school administrator to provide
the student's attendance information to DPS. A verification of enrollment (VOE) and attendance
form may be obtained from the office, which the student will need to submit to DPS upon
application for a driver license.

Accountability under State and Federal Law (All Grade Levels)

Center ISD and each of its campuses are held to certain standards of accountability under state

and federal law. A key component of the accountability requirements is the dissemination and

publication of certain reports and information, which include:

0 The Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) for the district, compiled by TEA, the
state agency that oversees public education, based on academic factors and ratings;

0 A School Report Card (SRC) for each campus in the district compiled by TEA based on
academic factors and ratings;

0 The district's financial management report, which will include the financial accountability
rating assigned to the district by TEA;

0 The performance ratings of the district's evaluation of community and student

engagement using the indicators required by law; and

Information compiled by TEA for the submission of a federal report card that is required by

federal law.

O«

Information about all of these can be found on the district's website at www.centerisd.org. Hard
copies of any reports are available upon request to the district's administration office.

TEA also maintains additional accountability and accreditation information at TEA Performance
Reporting Division and the TEA homepage.
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Bullying (All Grade Levels)

Bullying occurs when a student or group of students engages in written or verbal expression,
expression through electronic methods, or physical conduct against another student on school
property, at a school-sponsored or -related activity, or in a district operated vehicle, and the
behavior:

Results in harm to the student or the student's property;

Places a student in reasonable fear of physical harm or of damage to the student's
property; or

Is so severe, persistent, and pervasive that it creates an intimidating, threatening, or
abusive educational environment.

Q¢ O«

This conduct is considered bullying if it exploits an imbalance of power between the student
perpetrator(s) and the student victim and if it interferes with a student's education or substantially
disrupts the operation of the school.

Bullying is prohibited by the district and could include hazing, threats, taunting, teasing,
confinement, assault, demands for money, destruction of property, theft of valued possessions,
name-calling, rumor-spreading, or ostracism. In some cases, bullying can occur through
electronic methods, called “cyberbullying.”

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying or has withessed bullying of another
student, it is important for the student or parent to notify a teacher, school counselor, principal, or
another district employee as soon as possible to obtain assistance and intervention. The
administration will investigate any allegations of bullying or other related misconduct.

If the results of an investigation indicate that bullying has occurred, the administration will take
appropriate disciplinary action. Disciplinary or other action may be taken even if the conduct did
not rise to the level of bullying. The district will also contact the parents of the victim and of the
student who was found to have engaged in the bullying. Available counseling options will be
provided to these individuals, as well as to any students who have been identified as witnesses to
the bullying.

Any retaliation against a student who reports an incident of bullying is prohibited.

Upon the recommendation of the administration, the board may, in response to an identified case
of bullying, decide to transfer a student found to have engaged in bullying to another classroom
at the campus. In consultation with the student's parent, the student may also be transferred to
another campus in the district. The parent of a student who has been determined by the district
to be a victim of bullying may request that his or her child be transferred to another classroom or
campus within the district. [See Safety Transfers/Assignments |
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A copy of the district's policy [APPENDIX Il is available in the principal's office, superintendent's
office, and on the district's website, and is included at the end of this handbook in the form of an
appendix. Procedures related to reporting allegations of bullying may also be found on the
district's website.

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of an investigation may appeal through
policy FNG(LOCAL).

[See Safety Transfers/Assignments , Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and
Retaliation , Hazing , policy FFI, and the district improvement plan, a copy of which can be
viewed in the campus office

Celebrations (All Grade Levels)

Although a parent or grandparent is not prohibited from providing food for a school-designated
function or for children in the child's or grandchild's classroom for his or her birthday, please be
aware that children in the school may have severe allergies to certain food products. Therefore, it
is imperative to discuss this with the child's teacher prior to bringing any food in this
circumstance. Occasionally, the school or a class may host certain functions or celebrations tied
to the curriculum that will involve food. The school or teacher will notify students and parents of
any known food allergies when soliciting potential volunteers for bringing food products.

[See Food Allergies ||

Child Sexual Abuse and Other Maltreatment of Children (All Grade Levels)

The district has established a plan for addressing child sexual abuse and other maltreatment of
children, which may be accessed at www.centerisd.org. As a parent, it is important for you to be
aware of warning signs that could indicate a child may have been or is being sexually abused.
Sexual abuse in the Texas Family Code is defined as any sexual conduct harmful to a child's
mental, emotional, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasonable effort to prevent
sexual conduct with a child. A person who compels or encourages a child to engage in sexual
conduct commits abuse. It is illegal to make or possess child pornography or to display such
material to a child. Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected
has a legal responsibility, under state law, for reporting the suspected abuse or neglect to law
enforcement or to Child Protective Services (CPS).

Possible physical warning signs of sexual abuse could be difficulty sitting or walking, pain in the
genital areas, and claims of stomachaches and headaches. Behavioral indicators may include
verbal references or pretend games of sexual activity between adults and children, fear of being
alone with adults of a particular gender, or sexually suggestive behavior. Emotional warning signs
to be aware of include withdrawal, depression, sleeping and eating disorders, and problems in
school.

A child who has experienced sexual abuse or any other type of abuse or neglect should be
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encouraged to seek out a trusted adult. Be aware as a parent or other trusted adult that
disclosures of sexual abuse may be more indirect than disclosures of physical abuse and
neglect, and it is important to be calm and comforting if your child, or another child, confides in
you. Reassure the child that he or she did the right thing by telling you.

As a parent, if your child is a victim of sexual abuse or other maltreatment, the school counselor
or principal will provide information regarding counseling options for you and your child available
in your area. The Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) also manages early
intervention counseling programs. [To find out what services may be available in your county, see
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, Programs Available in Your County.]

The following websites might help you become more aware of child abuse and neglect:

Child Welfare Information Gateway Factsheet

KidsHealth, For Parents, Child Abuse

Texas Association Against Sexual Assault, Resources

Texas Attorney General, What We Can Do About Child Abuse Part 1

Texas Attorney General, What We Can Do About Child Abuse Part 2

O«

O«
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Reports of abuse or neglect may be made to:
The CPS division of the DFPS (1-800-252-5400 or on the web at Texas Abuse Hotline Website).

Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student (Secondary Grade Levels Only)
Class Rank will not be calculated at Roughrider Academy.

Class Schedules (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

All students are expected to attend school for four (4) hours a day and maintain a class/course
schedule to fulfill their credits needed for graduation. Schedules will be based on credits needed
for graduation, and will change as the student successfully completes course work. Students will
be enrolled in EOC tested areas first upon enrollment.

[See Schedule Changes for information related to student requests to revise their course
schedulel

College and University Admissions (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

For two school years following his or her graduation, a district student who graduates in the top
ten percent and, in some cases, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is eligible for automatic
admission into four-year public universities and colleges in Texas if the student:

0 Completes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation
program (a student must graduate with at least one endorsement and must have taken
Algebra Il as one of the four required math courses); or

0 Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 2400 on
the SAT.
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In addition, the student must submit a completed application for admission in accordance with
the deadline established by the college or university. The student is ultimately responsible for

ensuring that he or she meets the admission requirements of the university or college to which
the student submits an application.

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students automatically admitted to 75
percent of the University's enrollment capacity for incoming resident freshmen. For students who
are eligible to enroll in the University during the summer or fall 2018 term, the University will be
admitting the top seven percent of the high school's graduating class who meet the above
requirements. Additional applicants will be considered by the University through a holistic review
process.

Should a college or university adopt an admissions policy that automatically accepts the top 25
percent of a graduating class, the provisions above will also apply to a student ranked in the top
25 percent of his or her class.

Students and parents should contact the school counselor for further information about
automatic admissions, the application process, and deadlines.

[See Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student for information specifically related to how the
district calculates a student's rank in class, and requirements for Graduation for information
associated with the foundation graduation programl.

Communications—Automated

Emergency

The district will rely on contact information on file with the district to communicate with parents in
an emergency situation, which may include real-time or automated messages. An emergency
purpose may include early dismissal or delayed opening because of severe weather or another
emergency, or if the campus must restrict access due to a security threat. It is crucial to notify
your child's school when a phone number previously provided to the district has changed.

[See Safety for information regarding contact with parents during an emergency situation.

Nonemergency

Your child's school will request that you provide contact information, such as your phone number
and e-mail address, in order for the school to communicate items specific to your child, your
child's school, or the district. If you consent to receive such information through a landline or
wireless phone, please ensure that you notify the school's administration office immediately
upon a change in your phone number. The district or school may generate automated or
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pre-recorded messages, text messages, or real-time phone or e-mail communications that are
closely related the school's mission, so prompt notification of any change in contact information
will be crucial to maintain timely communication with you. Standard messaging rates of your
phone carrier may apply. If you have specific requests or needs related to how the district
contacts you, please contact your child's principal. [See Safety for information regarding contact
with parents during an emergency situation.]

Complaints and Concerns (All Grade Levels)

Usually student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed informally by a phone call or
a conference with the teacher or principal. For those complaints and concerns that cannot be
handled so easily, the board has adopted a standard complaint policy at FNG(LOCAL) in the
district's policy manual. A copy of this policy may be obtained in the principal's or
superintendent's office or www.centerisd.org.

Should a parent or student feel a need to file a formal complaint, the parent or student should file
a district complaint form within the timelines established in policy FNG(LOCAL). In general, the
student or parent should submit the written complaint form to the campus principal. If the
concern is not resolved, a request for a conference should be sent to the superintendent. If still
unresolved, the district provides for the complaint to be presented to the board of trustees.

Conduct (All Grade Levels)

Applicability of School Rules

As required by law, the board has adopted a Student Code of Conduct that prohibits certain
behaviors and defines standards of acceptable behavior—both on and off campus as well as on
district vehicles—and consequences for violation of these standards. The district has disciplinary
authority over a student in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Students and parents
should be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as well as campus
and classroom rules. During any periods of instruction during the summer months, the Student
Handbook and Student Code of Conduct in place for the year immediately preceding the
summer period shall apply, unless the district amends either or both documents for the purposes
of summer instruction.

Campus Behavior Coordinator

By law, each campus has a campus behavior coordinator to apply discipline management
techniques and administer consequences for certain student misconduct, as well as provide a
point of contact for student misconduct. The campus behavior coordinator at the Roughrider
Academy is the Director.
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Disruptions of School Operations

Disruptions of school operations are not tolerated and may constitute a misdemeanor offense. As

identified by law, disruptions include the following:

0 Interference with the movement of people at an exit, entrance, or hallway of a district

building without authorization from an administrator.

Interference with an authorized activity by seizing control of all or part of a building.

Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent participation in an authorized

assembly.

Use of force, violence, or threats to cause disruption during an assembly.

Interference with the movement of people at an exit or an entrance to district property.

Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent people from entering or leaving

district property without authorization from an administrator.

Disruption of classes or other school activities while on district property or on public

property that is within 500 feet of district property. Class disruption includes making loud

noises; trying to entice a student away from, or to prevent a student from attending, a

required class or activity; and entering a classroom without authorization and disrupting

the activity with loud or profane language or any misconduct.

0 Interference with the transportation of students in vehicles owned or operated by the
district.

O¢ O¢ O« O¢ O
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Social Events

School rules apply to all school social events. Guests attending these events are expected to
observe the same rules as students, and a student inviting a guest will share responsibility for the
conduct of his or her guest.

A student attending a social event will be asked to sign out when leaving before the end of the
event; anyone leaving before the official end of the event will not be readmitted.

Please contact the campus principal if you are interested in serving as a chaperone for any
school social events.

Counseling
Academic Counseling

Elementary and Middle/ Junior High School Grade Levels

The school counselor is available to students and parents to talk about the importance of
postsecondary education and how best to plan for postsecondary education, including
appropriate courses to consider and financial aid availability and requirements.

In either grade 7 or 8, each student will receive instruction related to how the student can best
prepare for high school, college, and a career.
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High School Grade Levels

High school students and their parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teacher,
or principal to learn more about course offerings, graduation requirements, and early graduation
procedures. Each year, high school students will be provided information on anticipated course
offerings for the next school year and other information that will help them make the most of
academic and CTE opportunities, as well as information on the importance of postsecondary
education.

The school counselor can also provide information about entrance exams and application
deadlines, as well as information about automatic admission, financial aid, housing, and
scholarships as these relate to state colleges and universities. The school counselor can also
provide information about workforce opportunities after graduation or technical and trade school
opportunities, including opportunities to earn industry-recognized certificates and licenses.

Personal Counseling (All Grade Levels)

The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal concerns,
including such areas as social, family, emotional or mental health issues, or substance abuse. A
student who wishes to meet with the school counselor should contact the Director of the
Roughrider Academy. As a parent, if you are concerned about your child's mental or emotional
health, please speak with the school counselor for a list of resources that may be of assistance.
[See Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention and Suicide Awareness |

Course Credit (Secondary Grade Levels Only)

A student in grades 9-12, or in a lower grade when a student is enrolled in a high school
credit-bearing course, will earn credit for a course only if the final grade is 70 or above. For a
two-semester (1 credit) course, the student's grades from both semesters will be averaged and
credit will be awarded if the combined average is 70 or above. Should the student's combined
average be less than 70, the student will be required to retake the semester in which he or she
failed.

Credit by Examination—If a Student Has Taken the Course/Subject (All Grade Levels)
A student who has previously taken a course or subject—but did not receive credit or a final
grade for it—may, in circumstances determined by the principal or attendance committee, be
permitted to earn credit by passing an exam approved by the district's board of trustees on the
essential knowledge and skills defined for that course or subject. Prior instruction may include,
for example, incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive absences,
homeschooling, or coursework by a student transferring from a nonaccredited school. The
opportunity to take an examination to earn credit for a course or to be awarded a final grade in a
subject after the student has had prior instruction is sometimes referred to as “credit recovery.”
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The school counselor or principal would determine if the student could take an exam for this
purpose. If approval is granted, the student must score at least 70 on the exam to receive credit
for the course or subject.

The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive absences an
opportunity to earn credit for a course by passing an exam.
[For further information, see the school counselor and policy EHDB(LOCAL)|

Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration—If a Student Has Not Taken the
Course/Subject

A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course or subject area
for which the student has had no prior instruction, ie, for advancement or to accelerate to the
next grade level. The exams offered by the district are approved by the district's board of
trustees, and state law requires the use of certain exams, such as College Board Advanced
Placement (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests, when applicable. The dates
on which exams are scheduled during the 2017-18 school year will be published in appropriate
district publications and on the district's website. The only exceptions to the published dates will
be for any exams administered by another entity besides the district or if a request is made
outside of these time frames by a student experiencing homelessness or by a student involved in
the foster care system. When another entity administers an exam, a student and the district must
comply with the testing schedule of the other entity. During each testing window provided by the
district, a student may attempt a specific exam only once.

If a student plans to take an exam, the student (or parent) must register with the school counselor
no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. [For further information, see policy
EHDCI

Students in Grades 6-12

A student in grade 6 or above will earn course credit with a passing score of at least 80 on the
exam, a scaled score of 50 or higher on an exam administered through the CLEP, or a score of 3
or higher on an AP exam, as applicable. A student may take an exam to earn high school course
credit no more than twice. If a student fails to achieve the designated score on the applicable
exam before the beginning of the school year in which the student would need to enroll in the
course according to the school's high school course sequence, the student must complete the
course.
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Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (All Grade Levels)

The district believes that all students learn best in an environment free from dating violence,
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation and that their welfare is best served when they are
free from this prohibited conduct while attending school. Students are expected to treat other
students and district employees with courtesy and respect, to avoid behaviors known to be
offensive, and to stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop. District employees are
expected to treat students with courtesy and respect.

The board has established policies and procedures to prohibit and promptly respond to
inappropriate and offensive behaviors that are based on a person's race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. A copy of the district's policy is
available in the principal's office and in the superintendent's office www.centerisd.org. [See policy
FFHI

Dating Violence

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating relationship uses physical,
sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in the
relationship. Dating violence also occurs when a person commits these acts against a person in a
marriage or dating relationship with the individual who is or was once in a marriage or dating
relationship with the person committing the offense. This type of conduct is considered
harassment if the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the student's ability
to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an intimidating,
threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially interferes with the
student's academic performance.

Examples of dating violence against a student may include, but are not limited to, physical or
sexual assaults; name-calling; put-downs; threats to hurt the student, the student's family
members, or members of the student's household; destroying property belonging to the student;
threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the relationship; threats to harm a
student's current dating partner; attempts to isolate the student from friends and family; stalking;
or encouraging others to engage in these behaviors.

Discrimination

Discrimination is defined as any conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, gender, national origin, disability, age, or any other basis prohibited by law that negatively
affects the student.
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Harassment

Harassment, in general terms, is conduct so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the
student's ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an
intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially interferes
with the student's academic performance.

Examples of harassment may include, but are not limited to, offensive or derogatory language
directed at a person's religious beliefs or practices, accent, skin color, or need for
accommodation; threatening, intimidating, or humiliating conduct; offensive jokes, name-calling,
slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault; graffiti or printed material promoting racial,
ethnic, or other negative stereotypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or
damage to property.

In addition to dating violence as described above, two other types of prohibited harassment are
described below.

Sexual Harassment and Gender-Based Harassment
Sexual harassment and gender-based harassment of a student by an employee, volunteer, or
another student are prohibited.

Examples of sexual harassment may include, but not be limited to, touching private body parts or
coercing physical contact that is sexual in nature; sexual advances; jokes or conversations of a
sexual nature; and other sexually motivated conduct, communications, or contact.

Sexual harassment of a student by an employee or volunteer does not include necessary or
permissible physical contact not reasonably construed as sexual in nature, such as comforting a
child with a hug or taking the child's hand. However, romantic and other inappropriate social
relationships, as well as all sexual relationships, between students and district employees are
prohibited, even if consensual.

Gender-based harassment includes harassment based on a student's gender, expression by the
student of stereotypical characteristics associated with the student's gender, or the student's
failure to conform to stereotypical behavior related to gender.

Examples of gender-based harassment directed against a student, regardless of the student's or
the harasser's actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity, may include, but not be
limited to, offensive jokes, name-calling, slurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assault;
threatening or intimidating conduct; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or
damage to property.
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Retaliation

Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report of discrimination or harassment,
including dating violence, is prohibited. Retaliation against a person who is participating in an
investigation of alleged discrimination or harassment is also prohibited. A person who makes a
false claim or offers false statements or refuses to cooperate with a district investigation,
however, may be subject to appropriate discipline.

Examples of retaliation may include threats, rumor spreading, ostracism, assault, destruction of
property, unjustified punishments, or unwarranted grade reductions. Unlawful retaliation does
not include petty slights or annoyances.

Reporting Procedures

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced dating violence, discrimination,
harassment, or retaliation should immediately report the problem to a teacher, school counselor,
principal, or other district employee. The report may be made by the student's parent. [See policy
FFH(LOCAL) and (EXHIBIT) for other appropriate district officials to whom to make a report.|
Upon receiving a report of prohibited conduct as defined by policy FFH, the district will
determine whether the allegations, if proven, would constitute prohibited conduct as defined by
that policy. If not, the district will refer to policy FFI to determine if the allegations, if proven,
would constitute bullying, as defined by law and that policy. If the alleged prohibited conduct, if
proven, would constitute prohibited conduct and would also be considered bullying as defined
by law and policy FFI, an investigation of bullying will also be conducted.

The district will promptly notify the parents of any student alleged to have experienced
prohibited conduct involving an adult associated with the district. In the event alleged prohibited
conduct involves another student, the district will notify the parents of the student alleged to
have experienced the prohibited conduct when the allegations, if proven, would constitute a
violation as defined by policy FFH.

Investigation of Report

To the extent possible, the district will respect the privacy of the student; however, limited
disclosures may be necessary to conduct a thorough investigation and to comply with law.
Allegations of prohibited conduct, which includes dating violence, discrimination, harassment,
and retaliation, will be promptly investigated.

If a law enforcement or other regulatory agency notifies the district that it is investigating the

matter and requests that the district delay its investigation, the district will resume the
investigation at the conclusion of the agency's investigation.
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During the course of an investigation and when appropriate, the district will take interim action to
address the alleged prohibited conduct.

If the district's investigation indicates that prohibited conduct occurred, appropriate disciplinary
action, and, in some cases, corrective action, will be taken to address the conduct. The district
may take disciplinary and corrective action even if the conduct that is the subject of the
complaint was not unlawful.

All involved parties will be notified of the outcome of the district investigation within the
parameters and limits allowed under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the investigation may appeal in
accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL).

Discrimination
[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation ]

Distribution of Literature, Published Materials, or Other Documents (All Grade Levels)
School Materials

Publications prepared by and for the school may be posted or distributed, with the prior approval
of the principal, sponsor, or teacher. Such items may include school posters, brochures, flyers,
etc.

All school publications are under the supervision of a teacher, sponsor, and the principal.

Nonschool Materials

From Students

Students must obtain prior approval from the director before selling, posting, circulating, or
distributing copies of written or printed materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, films, tapes, or
other visual or auditory materials that were not developed under the oversight of the school. To
be considered, any honschool material must include the name of the sponsoring person or
organization. The decision regarding approval will be made within two school days.

The director has designated the cafeteria as the location for approved nonschool materials to be
placed for voluntary viewing or collection by students. [See policy FNAA/]

A student may appeal a decision in accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL). Any student who sells,
posts, circulates, or distributes nonschool material without prior approval will be subject to
disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Materials displayed without
approval will be removed.
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From Others

Written or printed materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, films, tapes, or other visual or
auditory materials not sponsored by the district or by a district-affiliated school-support
organization will not be sold, circulated, distributed, or posted on any district premises by any
district employee or by persons or groups not associated with the district, except as permitted by
policy GKDA. To be considered for distribution, any nonschool material must meet the limitations
on content established in the policy, include the hame of the sponsoring person or organization,
and be submitted to the director for prior review. The director will approve or reject the materials
within two school days of the time the materials are received. The requestor may appeal a
rejection in accordance with the appropriate district complaint policy. [See policies at DGBA or
GF ]

The director has designated the cafeteria as the location for approved nonschool materials to be

placed for voluntary viewing or collection.

Prior review will not be required for:

0 Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a school-sponsored meeting
intended for adults and held after school hours.

0 Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a community group meeting
held after school hours in accordance with policy GKD(LOCAL) or a noncurriculum-related
student group meeting held in accordance with FNAB(LOCAL).

0 Distribution for electioneering purposes during the time a school facility is being used as a
polling place, in accordance with state law.

All honschool materials distributed under these circumstances must be removed from district

property immediately following the event at which the materials are distributed.

Dress and Grooming (All Grade Levels)
The district's dress code is established to teach grooming and hygiene, prevent disruption, and
minimize safety hazards. Students and parents may determine a student's personal dress and
grooming standards, provided that they comply with the following:

6 Shorts and skirts (including splits in skirts) may be worn as long as they are no shorter than
two inches above the knee
Sleep pants or pajamas/pajama pants, tennis shorts, athletic shorts, gym shorts, cycling
shorts, and outer clothing made of lycra are not acceptable.
House shoes are not permitted to be worn at school
Pants worn below hips and buttocks are not acceptable. (‘Sagging” will not be tolerated.)
Shirts that extend past the thumb when student is standing with arms relaxed by the side
must be tucked in.
Shirts and blouses must be long enough to prevent exposure of the midsection when arms

O« O« O«

O«

O«

VUCYAiesiE {e¢SNEMWICE80H=e0¢ ruUTiCERyECER 57



O«

O«

O«

O«

Roughrider Academy Student Handbook

are raised parallel to the floor.

Any apparel that advertises or implies sex, drugs, alcohol, profanity or violence is not
permitted.

Transparent clothing is not permitted.

Sleeveless shirts and dresses are permitted as long as no undergarment or the sides of the
body are visible. The top of the shoulder must be covered. Muscle shirts, tank tops, halter
tops, and/or spaghetti straps are not allowed. Shirts with the sleeves cut off are not
allowed.

No “*headwear” is permitted. “Headwear” includes but is not limited to nonprescription
eyewear, sunglasses, caps, hats, hair picks, hair nets, stocking caps, toboggans,
headbands, and bandannas.

Excessively tight pants, shorts, or skirts are not allowed. (Leggings must have a Shirt that
reaches mid-thigh or lower.)

Any hair color other than a natural hair color or hairstyle that is deemed to be distracting or
disruptive to the educational process is not allowed.

Students may not bring or have on their clothing or in their possession any type of chain;
these include chains such as wallet chains, dog collars, and belts.

Any accessory or clothing that is deemed gang related as determined by school
administration is prohibited.

Clothing must not be excessively torn and must not expose any undergarments or skin.
Pants with holes above the knee must have something worn under them to prevent skin
from showing.

No body piercing is allowed except in the ear. No jewelry may be worn in the nose, lip,
eyelid, tongue, or any other area deemed by administration to be distractive or
inappropriate.

The administration is authorized to require students to change their dress if it causes a
distraction or disruption of school.

If the principal determines that a student's grooming or clothing violates the school's dress code,
the student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at school. If not corrected, the
student may be assigned to in-school suspension for the remainder of the day, until the problem
is corrected, or until a parent or designee brings an acceptable change of clothing to the school.
Repeated offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action in accordance with the Student
Code of Conduct.
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Electronic Devices and Technology Resources (All Grade Levels)

Possession and Use of Personal Telecommunications Devices, Including Mobile
Telephones

For safety purposes, the district permits students to possess personal mobile telephones;
however, these devices must remain turned off during the instructional day, including during all
testing, unless they are being used for approved instructional purposes. A student must have
approval to possess other telecommunications devices such as netbooks, laptops, tablets, or
other portable computers.

The use of mobile telephones or any device capable of capturing images is strictly prohibited in
locker rooms or restroom areas while at school or at a school-related or school-sponsored event.
If a student uses a telecommunications device without authorization during the school day, the
device will be confiscated. Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the
student or the student's parents will be disposed of after the notice required by law. [See policy
FNCE]

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student's personal telecommunications
device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches on and policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The district is not
responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen telecommunications devices.

Possession and Use of Other Personal Electronic Devices

Except as described below, students are not permitted to possess or use personal electronic
devices such as MP3 players, video or audio recorders, DVD players, cameras, games, e-readers,
or other electronic devices at school, unless prior permission has been obtained. Without such
permission, teachers will collect the items and turn them in to the principal's office. The principal
will determine whether to return items to students at the end of the day or to contact parents to
pick up the items.

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student's personal electronic device may
be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches and policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The district is not
responsible for any damaged, lost, or stolen electronic device.
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Instructional Use of Personal Telecommunications and Other Electronic Devices

In some cases, students may find it beneficial or might be encouraged to use personal
telecommunications or other personal electronic devices for instructional purposes while on
campus. Students must obtain prior approval before using personal telecommunications or other
personal electronic devices for instructional use. Students must also sign a user agreement that
contains applicable rules for use (separate from this handbook). When students are not using the
devices for approved instructional purposes, all devices must be turned off during the
instructional day. Violations of the user agreement may result in withdrawal of privileges and
other disciplinary action.

Acceptable Use of District Technology Resources

To prepare students for an increasingly technological society, the district has made an
investment in the use of district-owned technology resources for instructional purposes; specific
resources may be issued individually to students. Use of these technological resources, which
include the district's network systems and use of district equipment, is restricted to approved
purposes only. Students and parents will be asked to sign a user agreement (separate from this
handbook) regarding use of these district resources. Violations of the user agreement may result
in withdrawal of privileges and other disciplinary action.

Unacceptable and Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources

Students are prohibited from possessing, sending, forwarding, posting, accessing, or displaying
electronic messages that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing,
damaging to another's reputation, or illegal. This prohibition also applies to conduct off school
property, whether the equipment used to send such messages is district-owned or personally
owned, if it results in a substantial disruption to the educational environment.

Any person taking, disseminating, transferring, possessing, or sharing obscene, sexually oriented,
lewd, or otherwise illegal images or other content, commonly referred to as “sexting,” will be
disciplined according to the Student Code of Conduct, may be required to complete an
educational program related to the dangers of this type of behavior, and, in certain
circumstances, may be reported to law enforcement. Because engaging in this type of behavior
can lead to bullying or harassment, as well as possibly impede future endeavors of a student, we
encourage you to review with your child ‘Before You Text' Sexting Prevention Course, a
state-developed program that addresses the consequences of engaging in inappropriate
behavior using technology.

In addition, any student who engages in conduct that results in a breach of the district's computer
security will be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct, and, in some cases,
the consequence may rise to the level of expulsion.
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End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments
[See Graduation and Standardized Testing .|

English Language Learners (All Grade Levels)

A student who is an English language learner is entitled to receive specialized services from the
district. To determine whether the student qualifies for services, a Language Proficiency
Assessment Committee (LPAC) will be formed, which will consist of both district personnel and at
least one parent representative. The student's parent must consent to any services
recommended by the LPAC for an English language learner. However, pending the receipt of
parental consent or denial of services, an eligible student will receive the services to which the
student is entitled and eligible.

In order to determine a student'’s level of proficiency in English, the LPAC will use information
from a variety of assessments. If the student qualifies for services, and once a level of proficiency
has been established, the LPAC will then designate instructional accommodations or additional
special programs that the student will require to eventually become proficient at grade level
work in English. Ongoing assessments will be conducted to determine a student's continued
eligibility for the program.

The LPAC will also determine whether certain accommodations are necessary for any
state-mandated assessments. The STAAR Spanish, as mentioned at Standardized Testing , may
be administered to an English language learner for a student up to grade 5. In limited
circumstances, a student's LPAC may exempt the student from an otherwise required
state-mandated assessment or may waive certain graduation requirements related to the English
| end-of-course (EOC) assessment. The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System
(TELPAS) will also be administered to English language learners who qualify for services.

If a student is considered an English language learner and receives special education services
because of a qualifying disability, the student's ARD committee will make instructional and
assessment decisions in conjunction with the LPAC.

Fundraising (All Grade Levels)

Student groups or classes and/or parent groups may be permitted to conduct fundraising drives
for approved school purposes in accordance with administrative regulations. [For further
information, see policies FJ and GE||

Gang-Free Zones (All Grade Levels)
Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as
gang-related crimes, will be enhanced to the next highest category of offense if they are
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committed in a gang-free zone. For purposes of the district, a gang-free zone includes a school
bus and a location in, on, or within 1,000 feet of any district-owned or leased property or campus
playground.

Gender-Based Harassment
[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation ]
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Grade-Level Classification (Grades 9-12 Only)
Classification without endorsement selected:

Freshman: 0-55 credits

Sophomore: 6-11.5 credits

Junior; 12-17.5 credits

Senior: 18-22 credits
Classification with endorsement selected:

Freshman: 0-6.5 credits

Sophomore: 7-13.5 credits

Junior: 14-19.5 credits

Senior: 20-26 credits

Grading Guidelines (All Grade Levels)

The curriculum through Edgenuity will be graded by Edgenuity and/or the instructor.

Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed to
students by the instructor before the start of each course. These guidelines have been reviewed
by each applicable instructor and have been approved by the campus director. These guidelines
establish the minimum number of assignments, projects, and examinations required for each
course to gain credit. Student's mastery of concepts and achievement will be communicated by
numerical averages. Grading guidelines also outline in what circumstances a student will be
allowed to redo an assignment or retake an examination for which the student originally made a
failing grade. Procedures for a student to follow after an absence will also be addressed.

[See Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences for additional information on grading
guidelines.]

Graduation (Secondary Grade Levels Only)
Requirements for a Diploma Beginning with the 2014-15 School Year
Beginning with students who entered grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year, a student must meet
the following requirements to receive a high school diploma from the district:

0 Complete the required humber of credits established by the state and any additional
credits required by the district;
Complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the state;
Achieve passing scores on certain end-of-course (EOC) assessments or approved
substitute assessments, unless specifically waived as permitted by state law; and
Demonstrate proficiency, as determined by the district, in the specific communication skills
required by the State Board of Education (SBOE).

O¢ O«

Testing Requirements for Graduation
Students are required, with limited exceptions and regardless of graduation program, to perform
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satisfactorily on the following EOC assessments: English |, English II, Algebra |, Biology, and US
History. A student who has not achieved sufficient scores on the EOC assessments to graduate
will have opportunities to retake the assessments. State law and state rules also provide for
certain scores on norm-referenced national standardized assessments or on the state-developed
assessment used for entrance into Texas public universities to substitute for the requirement to
meet satisfactory performance on an applicable EOC assessment, should a student choose this
option. [See the school counselor for more information on the state testing requirements for
graduation]

If a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an EOC assessment, the district will provide
remediation to the student in the content area for which the performance standard was not met.
This may require participation of the student before or after normal school hours or at times of
the year outside normal school operations.

In limited circumstances, a student who fails to demonstrate proficiency on two or fewer of the
required assessments may still be eligible to graduate if an individual graduation committee,
formed in accordance with state law, unanimously determines that the student is eligible to
graduate.

[See Standardized Testing for more information.]

Foundation Graduation Program

Every student in a Texas public school who entered grade 9 in the 2014-15 school year and
thereafter will graduate under the “foundation graduation program.” Within the foundation
graduation program are “endorsements,” which are paths of interest that include Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM); Business and Industry; Public Services; Arts
and Humanities; and Multidisciplinary Studies. Endorsements earned by a student will be noted
on the student's transcript. The foundation graduation program also involves the term
‘distinguished level of achievement,” which reflects the completion of at least one endorsement
and Algebra Il as one of the required advanced mathematics credits. A personal graduation plan
will be completed for each high school student, as described .

State law and rules prohibit a student from graduating solely under the foundation graduation
program without an endorsement unless, after the student's sophomore year, the student and
student's parent are advised of the specific benefits of graduating with an endorsement and
submit written permission to the school counselor for the student to graduate without an
endorsement. A student who anticipates graduating under the foundation graduation program
without an endorsement and who wishes to attend a four-year university or college after
graduation must carefully consider whether this will satisfy the admission requirements of the
student's desired college or university.
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Graduating under the foundation graduation program will also provide opportunities to earn
‘performance acknowledgments” that will be acknowledged on a student's transcript.
Performance acknowledgments are available for outstanding performance in bilingualism and
biliteracy, in a dual credit course, on an AP or IB exam, on certain national college preparatory
and readiness or college entrance exams, or for earning a state recognized or nationally or
internationally recognized license or certificate. The criteria for earning these performance
acknowledgments are prescribed by state rules, and the school counselor can provide more
information about these acknowledgments.

Credits Required
The foundation graduation program requires completion of the following credits:

Number of Credits:
Number of Credits: Foundation
Foundation Graduation Program
Course Area Graduation Program with an Endorsement
English/Language arts 4 4
Mathematics 3 4
Science 3 4
Social studies, including 3 3
economics
Physical education 1 1
Language other than English 2 2
Fine arts 1 1
Electives 5 7
Total 22 credits 26 credits

Additional considerations apply in some course areas, including:

0 Mathematics. In order to obtain the distinguished level of achievement under the
foundation graduation program, which will be included on a student's transcript and is a
requirement to be considered for automatic admission purposes to a four-year Texas
college or university, a student must complete an endorsement and take Algebra Il as one
of the 4 mathematics credits.

0 Physical education. A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a
disability or illness may be able to substitute a course in English language arts,
mathematics, science, social studies, or another locally determined credit-bearing course
for the required credit of physical education. This determination will be made by the
student's ARD committee, Section 504 committee, or other campus committee, as
applicable.

VUCrAiesi {e¢sNEWICE80s=e0¢rUUTiICERYECER 65



Roughrider Academy Student Handbook

0 Language other than English. Students are required to earn 2 credits in the same
language other than English to graduate. Any student may substitute computer
programming languages for these credits. In limited circumstances, a student may be able
to substitute this requirement with other courses, as determined by a district committee
authorized by law to make these decisions for the student.

Available Endorsements

A student must specify upon entering grade 9 the endorsement he or she wishes to pursue:
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics;

Business and Industry;

Public Services;

Arts and Humanities; or

Multidisciplinary Studies.

O¢ O¢ O« O¢ O«

Personal Graduation Plans

A personal graduation plan will be developed for each high school student. The district
encourages all students to pursue a personal graduation plan that includes the completion of at
least one endorsement and to graduate with the distinguished level of achievement. Attainment
of the distinguished level of achievement entitles a student to be considered for automatic
admission to a public four year college or university in Texas, depending on his or her rank in
class. The school will review personal graduation plan options with each student entering grade
9 and his or her parent. Before the end of grade 9, a student and his or her parent will be required
to sign off on a personal graduation plan that includes a course of study that promotes college
and workforce readiness and career placement and advancement, as well as facilitates the
transition from secondary to postsecondary education. The student's personal graduation plan
will denote an appropriate course sequence based on the student's choice of endorsement.
Please also review TEA's Graduation Toolkit.

A student may, with parental permission, amend his or her personal graduation plan after the
initial confirmation.

Available Course Options for All Graduation Programs

Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area will be
distributed to students as students progress through their chosen graduation plan. Note: The
district may require the completion of certain courses for graduation even if these courses are
not required by the state for graduation.

Please be aware that not all courses are offered at Roughrider Academy.
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Certificates of Coursework Completion

A certificate of coursework completion will not be issued to a student who has successfully
completed state and local credit requirements for graduation but has not yet demonstrated
satisfactory performance on the state-mandated tests required for graduation.

Students with Disabilities

Upon the recommendation of the admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee, a student
with a disability who receives special education services may be permitted to graduate under the
provisions of his or her IEP and in accordance with state rules.

A student who receives special education services and has completed four years of high school,
but has not met the requirements of his or her IEP, may participate in graduation ceremonies and
receive a certificate of attendance. Even if the student participates in graduation ceremonies to
receive the certificate of attendance, he or she may remain enrolled to complete the IEP and
earn his or her high school diploma; however, the student will only be allowed to participate in
one graduation ceremony.

[See policy FMH(LEGAL).]

ARD committees for students with disabilities who receive special education services will make
instructional and assessment decisions for these students in accordance with state law and rules.
In order to earn an endorsement under the foundation program, a student must perform
satisfactorily on the EOC assessments and receive no modified curriculum in the student's
chosen endorsement area. A student may still be awarded an endorsement when the student
fails to perform satisfactorily on no more than two EOC assessments but meets the other
requirements for graduation under state law.

Graduation Activities

Graduation activities will include:
0 Graduation Practice/ Rehearsal
0 Class Picture
0 Graduation Ceremony

Graduation Speakers
Certain graduating students will be given an opportunity to have speaking roles at graduation
ceremonies.

A student must meet local eligibility criteria, which may include requirements related to student
conduct, to have a speaking role. Students eligible for speaking roles will be notified by the
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principal and given an opportunity to volunteer.
[See FNA(LOCAL) and the Student Code of Conduct. For student speakers at other school events,
see Student Speakers ]

Graduation Expenses

Because students and parents will incur expenses in order to participate in the traditions of
graduation—such as the purchase of invitations, senior ring, cap and gown, and senior
picture—both the student and parent should monitor progress toward completion of all
requirements for graduation. The expenses often are incurred in the junior year or first semester
of the senior year. [See Fees ]

Scholarships and Grants

Students who have a financial need according to federal criteria and who complete the
foundation graduation program, may be eligible under the TEXAS Grant Program for tuition and
fees to Texas public universities, community colleges, and technical schools, as well as to private
institutions.

Contact the school counselor for information about other scholarships and grants available to
students.

Harassment
[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation ]

Hazing (All Grade Levels)

Hazing is defined as any intentional, knowing, or reckless act occurring on or off campus directed
against a student that endangers the mental or physical health or the safety of a student for the
purpose of pledging, being initiated to, affiliating with, holding office in, or maintaining
membership in any organization whose members are or include other students.

Hazing will not be tolerated by the district. If an incident of hazing occurs, disciplinary
consequences will be handled in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. It is a criminal
offense if a person engages in hazing; solicits, encourages, directs, aids, or attempts to aid
another in hazing; or has firsthand knowledge of an incident of hazing being planned or having
occurred and fails to report this to the principal or superintendent.

[See Bullying and policies FFl and FNCC]

Health-Related Matters

Student Illness (All Grade Levels)

When your child is ill, please contact the school to let us know he or she won't be attending that
day. It is important to remember that schools are required to exclude students with certain
illnesses from school for periods of time as identified in state rules. For example, if your child has
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a fever over 100 degrees, he or she must stay out of school until fever-free for 24 hours without
fever-reducing medications. In addition, students with diarrheal illnesses must stay home until
they are diarrhea free without diarrhea-suppressing medications for at least 24 hours. A full list of
conditions for which the school must exclude children can be obtained from the school nurse.

If a student becomes ill during the school day, he or she must receive permission from the
teacher before reporting to the school nurse. If the nurse determines that the child should go
home, the nurse will contact the parent.

The district is also required to report certain contagious (communicable) diseases or illnesses to
the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) or our local/regional health authority. The
school nurse can provide information from DSHS on these notifiable conditions.

Contact the school nurse if you have questions or if you are concerned about whether or not your
child should stay home.

Bacterial Meningitis (All Grade Levels)
State law requires the district to provide information about bacterial meningitis:

What is meningitis?

Meningitis is an inflammation of the covering of the brain and spinal cord. It can be caused by
viruses, parasites, fungi, and bacteria. Viral meningitis is common and most people recover fully.
Parasitic and fungal meningitis are very rare. Bacterial meningitis is very serious and may involve
complicated medical, surgical, pharmaceutical, and life support management.

What are the symptoms?

Someone with meningitis will become very ill. The illness may develop over one or two days, but
it can also rapidly progress in a matter of hours. Not everyone with meningitis will have the same
symptoms.

Children (over 2 years old) and adults with bacterial meningitis commonly have a severe
headache, high fever, and neck stiffness. Other symptoms might include nausea, vomiting,
discomfort looking into bright lights, confusion, and sleepiness. In both children and adults, there
may be a rash of tiny, red-purple spots. These can occur anywhere on the body.

The diagnosis of bacterial meningitis is based on a combination of symptoms and laboratory
results.

How serious is bacterial meningitis?
If it is diagnosed early and treated promptly, the majority of people make a complete recovery. In

some cases it can be fatal or a person may be left with a permanent disability.
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How is bacterial meningitis spread?

Fortunately, none of the bacteria that cause meningitis are as contagious as diseases like the
common cold or the flu, and they are not spread by casual contact or by simply breathing the air
where a person with meningitis has been. They are spread when people exchange respiratory or
throat secretions (such as by kissing, coughing, or sneezing).

The germ does not cause meningitis in most people. Instead, most people become carriers of the
germ for days, weeks, or even months. The bacteria rarely overcome the body's immune system
and cause meningitis or another serious illness.

How can bacterial meningitis be prevented?

Maintaining healthy habits, like getting plenty of rest, can help prevent infection. Using good
health practices such as covering your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing and
washing your hands frequently with soap and water can also help stop the spread of the bacteria.
It's a good idea not to share food, drinks, utensils, toothbrushes, or cigarettes. Limit the number of
persons you kiss.

There are vaccines available to offer protection from some of the bacteria that can cause
bacterial meningitis. The vaccines are safe and effective (85-90 percent). They can cause mild
side effects, such as redness and pain at the injection site lasting up to two days. Immunity
develops within seven to ten days after the vaccine is given and lasts for up to five years.

What should you do if you think you or a friend might have bacterial meningitis?
You should seek prompt medical attention.

Where can you get more information?

Your school nurse, family doctor, and the staff at your local or regional health department office
are excellent sources for information on all communicable diseases. You may also call your local
health department or Regional Department of State Health Services office to ask about a
meningococcal vaccine. Additional information may also be found at the websites for the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Department of State Health Services.

Note: DSHS requires at least one meningococcal vaccination on or after the student's 11th
birthday, unless the student received the vaccine at age 10. Also note that entering college
students must show, with limited exception, evidence of receiving a bacterial meningitis
vaccination within the five-year period prior to enrolling in and taking courses at an institution of
higher education. Please see the school nurse for more information, as this may affect a student
who wishes to enroll in a dual credit course taken off campus.

[See Immunization for more information.]
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